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1. Course Description 

This course is an introduction to the study of linguistic and speaker meaning that aims to develop in 

students an appreciation for the complexity of how such meaning operates within (lexical 

semantics) and across words (compositional semantics) and in context (pragmatics). 

 

2. Learning Objectives 

 Define the core ways that meaning is characterized in linguistics and the theories about how 

the mind constructs meaning.   

 Be able to list and illustrate the types of word-meaning relations, the characterization of 

nominal and verbal semantics, and understand how context influences meaning at various 

levels (collocations, syntactic constructions, utterance and discourse context, etc.).  

 Be able to apply some of the basic tools of formal semantics to the analysis of propositions 

and the characterization of various types of ambiguity. 

 Describe how elements of semantics and pragmatics vary across languages. 

 

3. Course Content 

The course lays out the essential aspects of the theoretical framework used in linguistics to talk 

about meaning in language. It covers the key elements of modern theories of semantics and 

pragmatics. Topics include reference and sense, lexical ambiguity, situation types, theta-roles, 

entailment and presupposition, implicatures and the Gricean maxims, face and politeness, and 

speech acts. Students will also be given a basic introduction to the toolkit of formal semantics (and 

logic), including basic set theory and propositional and predicate logic.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



4. Course Outline 

Week Date Topics Saeed Tutorial  

1  11 Aug Introduction: It’s not “just semantics” Ch 1  

2  18 Aug The Meaning of meaning   Ch 2 1  

 25 Aug UNION DAY – NO CLASS, NO TUTORIAL   

3 1 Sep Words and their Relations Ch 3 2  

4 8 Sep Formal Semantics: Propositions and Predicates Ch 4, 10.1-10.3 3  

5 15 Sep Formal Semantics Continued Ch 4, 10.1-10.3 4  

6 22 Sep ASSIGN 1; Situations and Event Semantics Ch 5 5  

 29 Sep Recess   

7 6 Oct QUIZ 1; Residue of Situations & Events Ch 5 6  

8 13 Oct Participants and Sentence Alternations Ch 6 7  

9 20 Oct Context, Deixis, Implicatures and Grice Ch 7 8  

10 27 Oct Speech Acts (and a bit about Face) Ch 8 9  

11 3 Nov Cognitive Semantics Ch 11 10  

12 10 Nov ASSIGN 2; Review   

13 17 Nov QUIZ 2   

 

5. Learning Outcome 

 Students should be familiar with the core elements of semantic and pragmatic theory and able 

to apply these in the analysis of language data 

 Students should recognize and be able to describe how the principles of semantics and 

pragmatics apply everywhere that language appears in the world around them. 

  



 

6. Course Assessment components 

Assessments % 

Assessment #1: QUIZ 1 (CQ) 
This will be an in-class, closed-book quiz to be held in Week 7. 
Expected preparation time: 6 hours 
 

30 

Assessment #2: QUIZ 2 (CQ) 
This will be an in-class, closed-book quiz to be held in Week 13 
Expected preparation time: 6 hours 
 

30 

Assessment #3: INDIVIDUAL ASSIGNMENT 1 (WA) 
Students will be asked to submit a structured written assignment comprising a 
number of small data collection, analysis, and reflection tasks. 
Expected preparation time: 12 hours 
Due Week 6 

15 

Assessment #4: INDIVIDUAL ASSIGNMENT 2 (WA) 
Students will be asked to submit a structured written assignment comprising a 
number of small data collection, analysis, and reflection tasks. 
Expected preparation time: 12 hours 
Due Week 12 

15 

Assessment #5: CLASS PARTICIPATION (CP) 
Students will be expected to participate in class and tutorial discussions and to 
make contributions using the digital course management system (NTUlearn) to 
a pool of “real world” observations of semantics and pragmatics (such as 
photographs, clippings from articles, etc.) 

10 

 

7. Textbooks and references 

Saeed, J. I. (2011). Semantics (Third edition). John Wiley & Sons. (REQUIRED) 


