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When the English translation of the words become a metaphor of what it is supposed to mean 



Anonymous 

 

When words are literally or "Google" translated 



Anonymous 

 When you so poor, 
you can’t even pay  
attention in class 



Anonymous 

 



Anonymous 

 

Where's the party at, you ask me? 
Well, it's right in front of your eyes! 
On the counter of the Co-op Cafe at 
our very own Hive, to be exact. Can 
you imagine if Chamomile, Earl Grey, 
Oolong and Chai threw a bash? 
Imagine what the tea pot would wear 
to the party. Probably a T-shirt.  

Do you see it, Scott? Millions of tiny little 
spuds running marathon, perhaps? 

What a creative way to 
describe the 
deep fried gizzards of a 
chicken 
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Parameters of Events/Situations 

There are several parameters which allow speakers to convey 
their view of the event/situation 

• Tense: temporal “location” of an event relative to a reference 
point 

• Internal temporal contour/constituency: 
– Aspect: explicitly grammaticalized internal temporal structure or 

“contour” of an event/situation (independent of the verb) 

– Situation Type: implicitly grammaticalized internal temporal structure 
of “contour” of an event/situation (depends on the verb)  

• Modality (and Evidentiality): attitude or perspective on the 
part of the speaker toward the factuality or nature of the event 

 These parameters are not independent and interact in complex ways! 

Languages vary with regard to how these properties are encoded,  
they may be grammaticalized or they may be expressed lexically 



Tense 

Temporal location of an event/situation relative to 
some reference point 

• tense is deictic in nature (“points” to a temporal location 
determined by context) 

• often grammaticalized 

– English has past/non-past 

– Latin marks past/present/future 

• can be expressed lexically 

– Mandarin uses temporal adverbs 

 

more on deixis later... 

it’s coming... 

I promise! 



Aspect 

Explicitly grammaticalized internal temporal structure 
or “contour” of an event/situation (independent of the 
verb) 

• non-deictic in nature (does not point to a temporal location 
dependent on context) 

• may be subjective (how a speaker views the event/situation) 
– Perfect: Is the event complete? 

– Imperfect: Is the event ongoing? 

 

The internal structure of time 



Situation Type 

Implicitly grammaticalized internal temporal structure 
of “contour” of an event/situation (depends on the 
verb)  

– Stative 

– Dynamic 

• Punctual (or Semelfactive) 

– Iterative (when combined with durative adverb) 

• Durative 

– Telic (or Resultative): Goal/End point 

– Atelic: No goal/end point 

 

 



Situation Types 

A classic classification of situation types is as follows 

 

 

 

 

 

• State: Kim desires more cowbell   

• Activity: Sandy drives to school   

• Accomplishment: Hiromi compiled a lexicon   

• Achievement: Alex lost the race 

• Semelfactive: Bobby tapped on the window  

 

 

Situations Stative Durative Telic Examples 

State + + NA desire, know 

Activity − + − run, drive a car 
Accomplishment − + + bake, walk to school, build 

Achievement − − + win, start, explode 

Semelfactive − − − knock, flash 

and blew up! 
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Knowledge vs Obligation 

Epistemic modality: Speaker signals degree of 
knowledge 
• You can drive this car (You are able to) 

• You may drive this car (It is possible you will drive the car) 

Deontic modality: Speaker signals his/her attitude to 
social factors of obligation and permission. 

• Obligation 

– You must drive this car (You have a strict obligation to) 

– You ought to drive this car (You have a soft obligation to) 

• Permission 

– You can drive this car (You have permission to) 

– You may drive this car (You have permission to) 

 

 



Possible Worlds 

We can analyze modality in terms of possible worlds 

• With language we can conceive of any number of “worlds” (or 
scenarios) which may be closer or further from our perceived 
reality 

 

 

It might be that blob fish are aliens 
lead by the evil Donald Trump and  

are here to take over the planet. 

Blob fish must just be  
another type of fish. 



Possible Worlds 

We can analyze modality in terms of possible worlds 

• With language we can conceive of any number of “worlds” (or 
scenarios) which may be closer or further from our perceived 
reality 

• We mark how close a hypothetical case is to reality 

– It is/must be/might be/can’t be hot outside 

• Similarly for conditionals (condition/consequence) 

– If it is Singapore, it will be hot outside 

– If it were Singapore, it would be hot outside 

– If you should go to Singapore, take some cool clothes 

 

 



Real vs Hypothetical 

A basic distinction in possible worlds is real vs. 
hypothetical worlds 

• Realis mood is used for things that occur in the real world 

• Irrealis mood is used for things that are not claimed to occur 
(hypotheticals, negation, future) in the real world 

• English does not mark this extensively 

– If I were to go (subjunctive, a form of irrealis) 

 



Mood more Generally 

Morphological grammatical encoding used to mark modality is 
called mood 

• Many different types 
– indicative expresses factual statements 

– conditional expresses events dependent on a condition 

– imperative expresses commands 

– jussive expresses pleading, insistence, imploring 

– optative expresses hopes, wishes or desires 

– potential expresses something likely to happen 

– subjunctive expresses hypothetical events; opinions or emotions 

– interrogative expresses questions 

 

realis 

irrealis 



Mood more Generally 

Morphological grammatical encoding used to mark modality is 
called mood 

• Many different types 
– indicative expresses factual statements 

– conditional expresses events dependent on a condition 

– imperative expresses commands 

– jussive expresses pleading, insistence, imploring 

– optative expresses hopes, wishes or desires 

– potential expresses something likely to happen 

– subjunctive expresses hypothetical events; opinions or emotions 

– interrogative expresses questions 

• English only really marks imperative and subjunctive 
morphologically, and then only on be 
– Be good! 

– If I were a rich man 

 

The speaker’s intended  
effect/force 
of the expression 

pragmatics! 



Evidentiality 

Encoding how the evidence for a statement was 
obtained 

• Eastern Pomo uses grammatical encoding (McLendon 2003) 

– nonvisual sensory: speaker felt the sensation 

• /pha·b'ekh-ink’e/  “burned, I felt it” 

– inferential: speaker saw circumstantial evidence 

• /pha·b'ekh-ine/  “must have burned” 

– hearsay (reportative): speaker is reporting what was told 

• /pha·b'ekh-le/  “burned, they say” 

– direct knowledge: speaker has direct evidence, probably 
visual 

• /pha·b'ekh-a/  “burned, I saw it” 

 



Evidentiality 

Encoding how the evidence for a statement was 
obtained 

• In English, evidentiality is mostly encoded lexically 

– nonvisual sensory: speaker felt the sensation 

• I felt rain on my head (definitely not bird poop). 

– inferential: speaker saw circumstantial evidence 

• A person came in with a wet jacket: must be raining. 

– hearsay (reportative): speaker is reporting what was told 

• Bob told me that it is raining. 

– direct knowledge: speaker has direct evidence 

• Look at those clouds! It’s going to rain!   

• Look at this drop on my arm: it is raining! 

 



Dumb Jokes 

• PAST, PRESENT, and FUTURE walked into a bar. It was  tense. 

• Luckily, auxiliary have got a booth with a past participle. It was 
perfect. 

 

http://languagelog.ldc.upenn.edu/nll/?p=15495 

http://languagelog.ldc.upenn.edu/nll/?p=15495

