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1. Imagine the following sentences being spoken. Decide if the underlined nominal expressions 

are being used to refer. 

 

a) I will meet you at Canteen 9 

 

b) They had no beer 

 

c) Hobart is going to give a lecture 

 

d) Cool water on the back of the neck is like rain on wilted lettuce 

 

e) What we need is an army of volunteers 

 

f) Kim wants to marry a German 

 

g) Hoffery is married to a German 

 

h) Every evening, a kangaroo hops through my backyard. 

 

i) Some dude named Frege keeps giggling about compositionality. 

 

2. The description theory of names sees names as being used based on your knowledge of the 

referent. Test this theory by listing two facts for each name you recognize below: 

 

a) Confucius 

b) Pikachu 

c) Marie Curie 

d) Noam Chomsky 

e) J.K. Rowling 

f) Gottlob Frege 

g) Ferdinand de Saussure 



2. (cont.) Discuss how a causal theory might explain your knowledge of these names. Do you 

think it is possible to combine these theories in some way? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Consider the following sentences (Google the terms if necessary). For each of the underlined 

expressions, decide if it is referring to a referent or denoting an extension. Then try to 

characterize the aspect of meaning (the sense) of each that makes these sentences more than just 

tautologies (sentences which are automatically true, such as My professor is my professor). 

 

a) Yanks are Americans. 

 

 

b) That Canadian guy is such a canuck. 

 

 

c) Clark Kent is Superman. 

 

 

d) Colloquial Singaporean English is Singlish. 

 

 

 

4. Here’s a head scratcher. Consider the following tautology (again, a sentence which is 

automatically or necessarily true): Boys will be boys. Are the two underlined expressions 

denoting the same extension, or are they referring to the same referents? A tautological sentence 

usually doesn’t say much of interest or add any new insights about the world. Is that the case 

here? When might such a sentence actually be used? 

 

 

 


